fatigues of housekeeping, had trusted in him for inviolable secrecy and " scipionesque " behaviour. " She knows whom I love, and finds there the strongest safeguard." * This lady was Madame Marbouty, known in literature as Claire Brunne, and during her stay in Italy as " Marcel "—a name taken from the devoted servant in Meyerbeer's opera " Les Huguenots," which had just appeared. A few weeks earlier, she had refused to travel in Touraine with Balzac, as she considered that a journey with him in France would compromise her ; but, apparently, in Italy this objection did not apply. She travelled in man's clothes, as Balzac's page, and both he and she were childishly delighted by the mystification they caused. Comte Sclopis, the celebrated Piedmontese statesman, who acted as their cicerone in Turin society, was much fascinated by the charming page. The liking was evidently mutual, as, after the travellers had left Italy, Balzac records that at Vevey, Lausanne, and all the places they visited, Marcel cried: " And no Sclopis !" and it sounds as though the exclamation had been accompanied by a sigh. Several times during the journey the lively Amazon was mistaken for George Sand, whom she resembled in face, as well as in the fancy for donning masculine attire ; and the mistake caused her intense satisfaction. At Geneva, haunted to Balzac by happy memories, the travellers stayed
* See " L'Ecole des Mcnages/' in rf Autour de Honore de Balzac/' by the Vicomte de Spoelberch de Lovenjoul.ly, and being able to steal twenty days from theg world.     Nevertheless, though  hisrated, in the masterly defence of his
